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As the birthplace of the Black Panthers and a nationwide tax revolt, California embodied a crucial motif of
the postwar United States: the rise of suburbs and the decline of cities, a process in which black and white
histories inextricably joined. American Babylon tells this story through Oakland and its nearby suburbs,
tracing both the history of civil rights and black power politics as well as the history of suburbanization and
home-owner politics. Robert Self shows that racial inequities in both New Deal and Great Society liberalism
precipitated local struggles over land, jobs, taxes, and race within postwar metropolitan development. Black
power and the tax revolt evolved together, in tension.

American Babylon demonstrates that the history of civil rights and black liberation politics in California did
not follow a southern model, but represented a long-term struggle for economic rights that began during the
World War II years and continued through the rise of the Black Panthers in the late 1960s. This struggle
yielded a wide-ranging and profound critique of postwar metropolitan development and its foundation of
class and racial segregation. Self traces the roots of the 1978 tax revolt to the 1940s, when home owners, real
estate brokers, and the federal government used racial segregation and industrial property taxes to forge a
middle-class lifestyle centered on property ownership.

Using the East Bay as a starting point, Robert Self gives us a richly detailed, engaging narrative that uniquely
integrates the most important racial liberation struggles and class politics of postwar America.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Howell:

The e-book untitled American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century
America) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Gail Beattie:

The publication with title American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

James Sanford:

Beside that American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have American
Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book
and read it from at this point!

William Wood:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to
as of book American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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