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The varying fortunes of the obstinate and fiercely contested struggles with the Dutch for maritime and
commercial supremacy in the days of the Commonwealth and the Restoration are familiar to all readers of
English history, and especially of English naval history. Never did English seamen fight better than in these
Dutch wars, and never did they meet more redoubtable foes. The details of the many dogged contests marked
by alternate victory and defeat are now more or less unintelligible save to the expert in the naval strategy and
tactics of the times, but legends have grown round the story of Martin Tromp sailing down the Channel with
a broom at his mast-head, and of the exploit of Michael de Ruyter in burning the English ships at Chatham,
which are never likely to be forgotten. The names of these two famous seamen are probably better known to
Englishmen than those of any of the contemporary English admirals save that of Robert Blake alone. This
fact should bespeak for the attempt that is here made to trace the causes and the growth of the Anglo-Dutch
rivalry at sea and in commerce, which culminated in the collision between Blake and Tromp off Dover on
May 29, 1652, and the declaration of war that followed. It has been my object in these Ford Lectures to treat
of the relations between England and the United Provinces during the half-century that preceded the first
outbreak of hostilities, and to make it clear that these wars of 1652-4, 1665-7, 1672-4 were the inevitable
outcome of a long-continued clashing of interests, which were of fundamental importance and indeed vital to
the welfare of both nations.
The first half of the seventeenth century was one of the most critical periods in English history. In any
account of the reigns of the first two sovereigns of the House of Stewart political and religious questions of
primary significance thrust themselves into the foreground of a picture full of deepening dramatic interest,
with the result that other questions, apparently subordinate but in reality closely bound up with the national
destinies, have been either relegated to the background or wholly overlooked and neglected. It has been so in
regard to the questions dealt with in these pages.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Jones:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the
First Half of the Seventeenth Century book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Lucas Florio:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Helen McCleary:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically
the book that recommended to you is Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century
this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book appropriate all of you.

Salina Rodriguez:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth
Century. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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