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Finally breaking through heterosexual clichés of flirtatious belles and cavaliers, sinister black rapists and
lusty "Jezebels," Cotton’s Queer Relations exposes the queer dynamics embedded in myths of the southern
plantation. Focusing on works by Ernest J. Gaines, William Faulkner, Tennessee Williams, Lillian Hellman,
Katherine Anne Porter, Margaret Walker, William Styron, and Arna Bontemps, Michael P. Bibler shows
how each one uses figures of same-sex intimacy to suggest a more progressive alternative to the pervasive
inequalitiestied historically and symbolically to the South’s most iconic institution.

Bibler looks specifically at relationships between white men of the planter class, between plantation
mistresses and black maids, and between black men, arguing that while the texts portray the plantation asa
rigid hierarchy of differences, these queer relations privilege a notion of sexual sameness that joins the
individuals as equals in a system where equality is rare indeed. Bibler reveals how these models of queer
egalitarianism attempt to reconcile the plantation’ s regional legacies with national debates about equality and
democracy, particularly during the eras of the New Deal, World War 11, and the civil rights movement.
Cotton’s Queer Relations charts bold new territory in southern studies and queer studies alike, bringing
together history and cultural theory to offer innovative readings of classic southern texts.

A book in the American Literatures Initiative (ALI), a collaborative publishing project supported by The
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. For more information, please visit www.americanliteratures.org.
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From reader reviews:
Beth Stewart:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex
Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures Initiative) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in thisera.

Kathy Vaughn:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Cotton's Queer Relations. Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-1968
(American Literatures Initiative), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Y our
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Harry Oliver:

As ascholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to thelibrary in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personaly.
Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the
Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures Initiative) can make you truly feel more interested to
read.

Jo Jordan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that

little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except your



personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Cotton's Queer Relations. Same-Sex
Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures Initiative).
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