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John Napier (1550-1617) is celebrated today as the man who invented logarithms—an enormous intellectual
achievement that would soon lead to the development of their mechanical equivalent in the dide rule: the
two would serve humanity as the principal means of calculation until the mid-1970s. Y et, despite Napier's
pioneering efforts, his life and work have not attracted detailed modern scrutiny. John Napier isthe first
contemporary biography to take an in-depth look at the multiple facets of Napier’s story: his privileged
position as the eighth Laird of Merchiston and the son of influential Scottish landowners; his reputation as a
magician who dabbled in alchemy; hisinterest in agriculture; his involvement with a notorious outlaw; his
staunch anti-Catholic beliefs; hisinteractions with such peers as Henry Briggs, Johannes Kepler, and Tycho
Brahe; and, most notably, his estimable mathematical legacy.

Julian Havil explores Napier’'s original development of logarithms, the motivations for his approach, and the
reasons behind certain adjustments to them. Napier’s inventive mathematical ideas a so include formulas for
solving spherical triangles, "Napier’ s Bones' (amore basic but extremely popular alternative device for
calculation), and the use of decimal notation for fractions and binary arithmetic. Havil also considers
Napier's study of the Book of Revelation, which led to his prediction of the Apocalypsein hisfirst book, A
Plaine Discovery of the Whole Revelation of &. John—the work for which Napier believed he would be
most remembered.

John Napier assesses one man’s life and the lasting influence of his advancements on the mathematical
sciences and beyond.
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From reader reviews:
Kelsey Jimenez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their sparetime to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled John Napier: Life,
Logarithms, and Legacy? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Becky Duncan:

The book untitled John Napier: Life, Logarithms, and Legacy is the e-book that recommended to you to
study. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did alot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also
could possibly get the e-book of John Napier: Life, Logarithms, and Legacy from the publisher to make you
alot more enjoy freetime.

Henry Slaughter:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love John Napier: Life, Logarithms, and Legacy,
you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang type
isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Keéllie Stephens:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you arein the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by itsinclude may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
asin the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually John Napier: Life, Logarithms, and Legacy why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.
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