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Julia Alvarez made her mark on the American literary horizon with the 1991 publication of her debut novel
How the Garc^D'ia Girls Lost Their Accents, a story based on her own family's bicultural experiences.
Readers and critics alike quickly discovered the writer's penchant for extracting humor from hardship, and
weaving personal history into vivid prose. Within a decade, Alvarez had published three more highly
acclaimed novels, including  !Yo! (1997), a delightful sequel to her first novel. This Critical Companion
introduces readers to the life and works of Dominican American writer Alvarez and examines the thematic
and cultural concerns that run through her novels. Full literary analysis is provided for each, including
historical context for the factually based works, In the Time of the Butterflies (1994) and In the Name of
Salomé (2000). A brief biography and a chapter on the Latino novel help students to understand the personal
and literary influences in Alvarez's writing.

This first full-length treatment of Julia Alvarez discusses her entire canon of writings including her poetry,
short stories, children's fiction and nonfiction. The four novels are analyzed fully, each discussed in its own
chapter with sections on plot, character development, literary device, thematic issues and narrative structure.
Cultural and historical contexts of the work are also considered, and alternate critical perspectives are given
for each novel. A select bibliography makes this volume a valuable research tool for students, educators and
anyone interested in Latino literature.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Duncan:

Why? Because this Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Nathan Osborne:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Jimmy Hostetter:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to
Popular Contemporary Writers) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Andy McNeil:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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