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Banished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony for his refusal to conform to Puritan religious and social
standards, Roger Williams established a haven in Rhode Island for those persecuted in the name of the
religious establishment. He conducted a lifelong debate over religious freedom with distinguished figures of
the seventeenth century, including Puritan minister John Cotton, Massachusetts governor John Endicott, and
the English Parliament.

James Calvin Davis gathers together important selections from Williams's public and private writings on
religious liberty, illustrating how this renegade Puritan radically reinterpreted Christian moral theology and
the events of his day in a powerful argument for freedom of conscience and the separation of church and
state. For Williams, the enforcement of religious uniformity violated the basic values of Calvinist
Christianity and presumed upon God's authority to speak to the individual conscience. He argued that state
coercion was rarely effective, often causing more harm to the church and strife to the social order than did
religious pluralism.

This is the first collection of Williams's writings in forty years reaching beyond his major work, The Bloody
Tenent, to include other selections from his public and private writings. This carefully annotated book
introduces Williams to a new generation of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Asbury:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this On Religious Liberty: Selections from the Works of Roger Williams
(The John Harvard Library).

Michael Walker:

In other case, little folks like to read book On Religious Liberty: Selections from the Works of Roger
Williams (The John Harvard Library). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a book On Religious Liberty: Selections from the Works of
Roger Williams (The John Harvard Library). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Scott Manuel:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This On Religious Liberty: Selections
from the Works of Roger Williams (The John Harvard Library) is simple bringing you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely On Religious Liberty: Selections from the Works of Roger
Williams (The John Harvard Library). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in getting precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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