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The Idea of a Writing Laboratory is a book about possibilities, about teaching and learning to write in ways
that can transform both teachers and students.

            Author Neal Lerner explores higher education’s rich history of writing instruction in classrooms,
writing centers and science laboratories. By tracing the roots of writing and science educators’ recognition
that the method of the lab––hands-on student activity—is essential to learning, Lerner offers the hope that
the idea of a writing laboratory will be fully realized more than a century after both fields began the
experiment.    

            Beginning in the late nineteenth century, writing instructors and science teachers recognized that
mass instruction was inadequate for a burgeoning, “non-traditional” student population, and that
experimental or laboratory methods could prove to be more effective. Lerner traces the history of writing
instruction via laboratory methods and examines its successes and failures through case studies of individual
programs and larger reform initatives. Contrasting the University of Minnesota General College Writing
Laboratory with the Dartmouth College Writing Clinic, for example, Lerner offers a cautionary tale of the
fine line between experimenting with teaching students to write and “curing” the students of the disease of
bad writing. 

            The history of writing within science education also wends its way through Lerner’s engaging work,
presenting the pedagogical origins of laboratory methods to offer educators in science in addition to those in
writing studies possibilities for long-sought after reform. The Idea of a Writing Laboratory compels readers
and writers to “don those white coats and safety glasses and discover what works” and asserts that “teaching
writing as an experiment in what is possible, as a way of offering meaning-making opportunities for students
no matter the subject matter, is an endeavor worth the struggle.”
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From reader reviews:

John Espitia:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Idea of a Writing Laboratory. Try to the actual book The
Idea of a Writing Laboratory as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Ashley Paul:

This book untitled The Idea of a Writing Laboratory to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Myrtle Anderson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Idea of a Writing Laboratory why because the amazing
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Jacqueline Ramos:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Idea of a Writing Laboratory can give you a lot of
close friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Idea of a Writing Laboratory.
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