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THE Story of Portugal possesses a peculiar interest from the fact that it is to its history alone that the country
owes its existence as a separate nation Geographically, the little kingdom is an integral portion of the Iberian
peninsula, with no natural boundaries to distinguish it from that larger portion of the peninsula called Spain;
its inhabitants spring from the same stock as the Spaniards, and their language differs but dlightly from the
Spanish. Its early history is merged in that of the rest of the peninsula, and but for two great men, Affonso
Henriques, the first king of Portugal, and John I., the founder of the house of Aviz, Portugal would not at the
present day rank among the independent nations of Europe. The first of these monarchs created his
dominionsinto akingdom like Leon, Castile, and Aragon, and the latter encouraged the maritime
explorations which gave the little country an individuality and national existence, of which it was justly
proud. When Philip I1. annexed Portugal in 1580, it was at |least a century too late for the Portuguese to
coalesce with the Spaniards. They had then produced Vasco da Gama and Alboguergque and other great
captains and explorers, who had shown Europe the way to India by sea; and their tongue had been devel oped
by the genius of Camoens and Sa de Miranda, from a Romance dialect, similar to those used in Gallicia,
Castile, or Aragon, into a great literary language. Conscious of its national history, Portugal broke away
again from Spain in 1640, and under the protection of England maintained its separate existence during the
eighteenth century...
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Brill:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Short History of Portugal: From the earliest times to the 19th
century.

Jose Longoria:

The actual book A Short History of Portugal: From the earliest times to the 19th century will bring one to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book A Short History of Portugal: From the earliest
times to the 19th century is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sandra Bryson:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is A Short History of Portugal: From the earliest timesto the 19th century this
e-book consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book suited all of you.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading abook. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book A Short History of Portugal: From the earliest
times to the 19th century to make your persona reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to seeit and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open
up abook and learn it. Beside that the e-book A Short History of Portugal: From the earliest times to the 19th
century can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of that time.
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