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Explores how the NBA moved to govern black players and the expression of blackness after the “Palace
Brawl” of 2004.

On November 19, 2004, a fight between NBA players Ron Artest and Ben Wallace escalated into a melee
involving several other players and many fans. The “Palace Brawl,” writes David J. Leonard, was a seminal
event, one that dramatically altered outside perceptions of the sport. With commentators decrying the hip hop
or gangsta culture of players, the blackness of the NBA was both highlighted and disdained. This was a harsh
blow to the league’s narrative of colorblindness long cultivated by Commissioner David Stern and
powerfully embodied in the beloved figure of Michael Jordan. As Leonard demonstrates, the league viewed
this moment as a threat needing intervention, quickly adopting policies to govern black players and prevent
them from embracing styles and personas associated with blackness. This fascinating book discloses
connections between the NBA’s discourse and the broader discourse of antiblack racism. Particular policy
changes that seemed aimed at black players, such as the NBA dress code and the debate over a minimum age
requirement, are explored.

David J. Leonard is Associate Professor of Critical Culture, Gender, and Race Studies at Washington State
University and the author of Screens Fade to Black: Contemporary African American Cinema. He is also the
coeditor (with C. Richard King) of Commodified and Criminalized: New Racism and African Americans in
Contemporary Sports and of Visual Economies of/in Motion: Sport and Film.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Unger:

The feeling that you get from After Artest: The NBA and the Assault on Blackness (SUNY series on Sport,
Culture, and Social Relations) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the
more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but After Artest:
The NBA and the Assault on Blackness (SUNY series on Sport, Culture, and Social Relations) giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this particular After Artest: The NBA and the Assault on
Blackness (SUNY series on Sport, Culture, and Social Relations) instantly.

Donna Kerns:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love After Artest: The NBA and the Assault on Blackness
(SUNY series on Sport, Culture, and Social Relations), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Caroline Gonzalez:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is After Artest: The NBA and the Assault on Blackness (SUNY series on Sport,
Culture, and Social Relations) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Jonathan Bean:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the After Artest: The NBA and the Assault on Blackness (SUNY series on Sport,
Culture, and Social Relations) when you necessary it?
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