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The vivid history of Beale Street—a lost world of swaggering musicians, glamorous madams, and ruthless
politicians—and the battle for the soul of Memphis.

Following the Civil War, Beale Street in Memphis, Tennessee, thrived as a cauldron of sex and song,
violence and passion. But out of this turmoil emerged a center of black progress, optimism, and cultural
ferment. Preston Lauterbach tells this vivid, fascinating story through the multigenerational saga of a family
whose ambition, race pride, and moral complexity indelibly shaped the city that would loom so large in
American life.

Robert Church, who would become “the South’s first black millionaire,” was a mulatto slave owned by his
white father. Having survived a deadly race riot in 1866, Church constructed an empire of vice in the
booming river town. He made a fortune with saloons, gambling, and—shockingly—white prostitution. But
he also nurtured the militant journalism of Ida B. Wells and helped revolutionize American music through
the work of composer W.C. Handy, the man who claimed to have invented the blues.

In the face of Jim Crow, the Church fortune helped fashion the most powerful black political organization of
the early twentieth century. Robert and his son, Bob Jr., bought and sold property, founded a bank, and
created a park and auditorium for their people finer than the places whites had forbidden them to attend.

However, the Church family operated through a tense arrangement with the Democrat machine run by the
notorious E. H. “Boss” Crump, who stole elections and controlled city hall. The battle between this black
dynasty and the white political machine would define the future of Memphis.

Brilliantly researched and swiftly plotted, Beale Street Dynasty offers a captivating account of one of
America’s iconic cities—by one of our most talented narrative historians.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their can
do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul
of Memphis to read.

Anita Pfeifer:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the
Struggle for the Soul of Memphis book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Eric Beasley:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and
the Struggle for the Soul of Memphis or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul of
Memphis to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Billie Luster:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul of Memphis. Contain your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It
is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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