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Dates form the backbone of written history. But where do these dates come from? Many different calendars
were used in the ancient world. Some of these calendars were based upon observations or calculations of
regular astronomical phenomena, such as the first sighting of the new moon crescent that defined the
beginning of the month in many calendars, while others incorporated schematic simplifications of these
phenomena, such as the 360-day year used in early Mesopotamian administrative practices in order to
simplify accounting procedures. Historians frequently use handbooks and tables for converting dates in
ancient calendars into the familiar BC/AD calendar that we use today. But very few historians understand
how these tables have come about, or what assumptions have been made in their construction. The seven
papers in this volume provide an answer to the question what do we know about the operation of calendars in
the ancient world, and just as importantly how do we know it? Topics covered include the ancient and
modern history of the Egyptian 365-day calendar, astronomical and administrative calendars in ancient
Mesopotamia, and the development of astronomical calendars in ancient Greece. This book will be of
interest to ancient historians, historians of science, astronomers who use early astronomical records, and
anyone with an interest in calendars and their development.
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From reader reviews:

Philip Logan:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A book Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient
Near East will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Tammy Medina:

The book Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near East can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near East? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient
Near East has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search
the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Harry Anderson:

The experience that you get from Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near East is the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the
Ancient Near East giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
kind of Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near East instantly.

Billy Salazar:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near East as
your daily resource information.
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