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Scholars have questioned every aspect of the story of Mattathias in 1 Maccabees; the revisionist narrative
turns Mattathias and his Maccabees from the heroes of the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah and idealistic
fighters for religious freedom, into merely ambitious men who ruthlessly strove for power and usurped the
high priesthood of Judaea. Dr. Benjamin Edidin Scolnic takes a fresh, unbiased approach to every element of
the story: the incident at Mode n, Mattathias's priestly credentials and their implications for his beliefs, the
meaning of personal ambition and the greater ambition to create the Jewish kingdom promised by the sacred
biblical texts, the meaning of circumcision in his time, and the decision to fight on the Sabbath. Mattathias's
actions of zealous violence, as controversial as they were in both his day and as they often are seen today,
were primarily for the preservation of his religion and people. Dr. Scolnic asserts that it was Mattathias who
defined Judaism and Jewishness for his time.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Barnes:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in
Judaism) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply
to you. The writer connected with Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in
Judaism) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Judaism Defined:
Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in Judaism) is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Stacy Perry:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in Judaism), you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.

Joseph Bateman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the
Destiny of His People (Studies in Judaism) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Judaism Defined:
Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in Judaism) as good book not just by the cover but also
from the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Donna Solano:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very



important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Judaism Defined:
Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in Judaism).
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