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Novelist and critic Jonathan Wilson clears away the sentimental mists surrounding an artist whose career
spanned two world wars, the Russian Revolution, the Holocaust, and the birth of the State of Israel. Marc
Chagall’s work addresses these transforming events, but his ambivalence about his role as a Jewish artist
adds an intriguing wrinkle to common assumptions about his life. Drawn to sacred subject matter, Chagall
remains defiantly secular in outlook; determined to “narrate” the miraculous and tragic events of the Jewish
past, he frequently chooses Jesus as a symbol of martyrdom and sacrifice.

Wilson brilliantly demonstrates how Marc Chagall’s life constitutes a grand canvas on which much of
twentieth-century Jewish history is vividly portrayed. Chagall left Belorussia for Paris in 1910, at the dawn
of modernism, looking back dreamily on the world he abandoned. After his marriage to Bella Rosenfeld in
1915, he moved to Petrograd, but eventually returned to Paris after a stint as a Soviet commissar for art.
Fleeing Paris steps ahead of the Nazis, Chagall arrived in New York in 1941. Drawn to Israel, but not
enough to live there, Chagall grappled endlessly with both a nostalgic attachment to a vanished past and the
magnetic pull of an uninhibited secular present.

Wilson’s portrait of Chagall is altogether more historical, more political, and edgier than conventional
wisdom would have us believe–showing us how Chagall is the emblematic Jewish artist of the twentieth
century.

Visit nextbook.org/chagall for a virtual museum of Chagall images.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Dietz:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Marc Chagall
(Jewish Encounters Series) suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Marc Chagall (Jewish Encounters Series)is a single of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Timothy Rocha:

Beside that Marc Chagall (Jewish Encounters Series) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Marc Chagall (Jewish Encounters Series) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from
now!

Kirby Paradiso:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and Marc Chagall (Jewish Encounters Series) or even others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes Marc Chagall (Jewish
Encounters Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Judith Craig:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Marc Chagall
(Jewish Encounters Series).
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