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This is the first general and theoretical study devoted entirely to portraiture. Drawing on a broad range of
images from Antiquity to the twentieth century, which includes paintings, sculptures, prints, cartoons,
postage stamps, medals, documents and photographs, Richard Brilliant investigates the genre as a particular
phenomenon in Western art that is especially sensitive to changes in the perceived nature of the individual in
society.

The author's argument on behalf of portraiture (and he draws on examples by such artists as Botticelli,
Rembrandt, Matisse, Warhol and Hockney) does not comprise a mere survey of the genre, nor is it a
straightforward history of its reception. Instead, Brilliant presents a thematic and cogent analysis of the
connections between the subject-matter of portraits and the beholder's response – the response he or she
makes to the image itself and to the person it represents. Portraiture's extraordinary longevity and resilience
as a genre is a testament to the power of this imaginative transaction between the subject, the artist and the
beholder.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

Often the book Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Kyle Gill:

Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Portraiture
(Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Bobby Gonsalves:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture). This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Betty Serrano:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is referred to as of book Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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