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National Book Award–winner Timothy Egan turns his historian's eye to the largest-ever forest fire in
America and offers an epic, cautionary tale for our time.

On the afternoon of August 20, 1910, a battering ram of wind moved through the drought-stricken national
forests of Washington, Idaho, and Montana, whipping the hundreds of small blazes burning across the forest
floor into a roaring inferno that jumped from treetop to ridge as it raged, destroying towns and timber in the
blink of an eye. Forest rangers had assembled nearly ten thousand men to fight the fires, but no living person
had seen anything like those flames, and neither the rangers nor anyone else knew how to subdue them. Egan
recreates the struggles of the overmatched rangers against the implacable fire with unstoppable dramatic
force, and the larger story of outsized president Teddy Roosevelt and his chief forester, Gifford Pinchot, that
follows is equally resonant. Pioneering the notion of conservation, Roosevelt and Pinchot did nothing less
than create the idea of public land as our national treasure, owned by every citizen. Even as TR's national
forests were smoldering they were saved: The heroism shown by his rangers turned public opinion
permanently in favor of the forests, though it changed the mission of the forest service in ways we can still
witness today.

This e-book includes a sample chapter of SHORT NIGHTS OF THE SHADOW CATCHER.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Big Burn: Teddy Roosevelt and the Fire that Saved America.

Earl Sanders:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Big Burn: Teddy Roosevelt
and the Fire that Saved America is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ruth Hill:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Big Burn: Teddy Roosevelt and the Fire that Saved
America as the daily resource information.

Valerie Beauchamp:

The publication with title The Big Burn: Teddy Roosevelt and the Fire that Saved America contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.
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