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Twenty years ago, Ayatollah Khomeini called for the assassination of Salman Rushdie—and writers around
the world instinctively rallied to Rushdie’s defense. Today, according to writer Paul Berman, “Rushdie has
metastasized into an entire social class”—an ever-growing group of sharp-tongued critics of Islamist
extremism, especially critics from Muslim backgrounds, who survive only because of pseudonyms and
police protection. And yet, instead of being applauded, the Rushdies of today (people like Ayan Hirsi Ali and
Ibn Warraq) often find themselves dismissed as “strident” or as no better than fundamentalist themselves,
and contrasted unfavorably with representatives of the Islamist movement who falsely claim to be
“moderates.”

How did this happen? In THE FLIGHT OF THE INTELLECTUALS, Berman—“one of America’s leading
public intellectuals” (Foreign Affairs)—conducts a searing examination into the intellectual atmosphere of
the moment and shows how some of the West’s best thinkers and journalists have fumbled badly in their
efforts to grapple with Islamist ideas and violence.

Berman’s investigation of the history and nature of the Islamist movement includes some surprising
revelations. In examining Hassan al-Banna, the founder of the Muslim Brotherhood, he shows the rise of an
immense and often violent worldview, elements of which survives today in the brigades of al-Qaeda and
Hamas. Berman also unearths the shocking story of al-Banna’s associate, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, who
collaborated personally with Adolf Hitler to incite Arab support of the Nazis’ North African campaign.
Echoes of the Grand Mufti’s Nazified Islam can be heard among the followers of al-Banna even today.

In a gripping and stylish narrative Berman also shows the legacy of these political traditions, most
importantly by focusing on a single philosopher, who happens to be Hassan al-Banna’s grandson, Oxford
professor Tariq Ramadan—a figure widely celebrated in the West as a “moderate” despite his troubling ties
to the Islamist movement. Looking closely into what Ramadan has actually written and said, Berman
contrasts the reality of Ramadan with his image in the press.

In doing so, THE FLIGHT OF THE INTELLECTUALS sheds light on a number of modern issues—on the
massively reinvigorated anti-Semitism of our own time, on a newly fashionable turn against women’s rights,
and on the difficulties we have in discussing terrorism—and presents a stunning commentary about the
modern media’s peculiar inability to detect and analyze some of the most dangerous ideas in contemporary
society.
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From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The Flight of the
Intellectuals? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Donald Cortes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Flight of the
Intellectuals. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods
or other social media.

Cathrine Hart:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Flight of the Intellectuals
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
can pick The Flight of the Intellectuals become your personal starter.

Floyd Brown:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is actually The Flight of the Intellectuals. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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