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The Tea Party burst on the national political scene in 2009–2010, powered by right-wing grassroots passion
and Astroturf big money. Its effect on electoral politics and the political process is undeniable, but the
message, aims, and staying power of the loosely organized groups seem less clear. In this concise book,
American political historian Ronald P. Formisano probes the remarkable rise of the Tea Party movement
during a time of economic crisis and cultural change and examines its powerful impact on American politics.

A confederation of intersecting and overlapping organizations, with a strong connection to the Christian
fundamentalist Right, the phenomenon could easily be called the Tea Parties. The American media's
fascination with the Tea Party—and the tendency of political leaders who have embraced the movement to
say and do outlandish things—not only has fueled the fire driving the movement, but has diverted attention
from its roots, agenda, and the enormous influence it holds over the Republican Party and the American
political agenda. Looking at the Tea Party's claims to historical precedent and patriotic values, Formisano
locates its anti-state and libertarian impulses deep in American political culture as well as in voter
frustrations that have boiled over in recent decades. He sorts through the disparate goals the movement's
different factions espouse and shows that, ultimately, the contradictions of Tea Party libertarianism reflect
those ingrained in the broad mass of the electorate.

Throughout American history, third parties, pressure groups, and social movements have emerged to demand
reforms or radical change, only to eventually fade away, even if parts of their programs often are later
adopted. The Tea Party's impact as a pressure group has been more immediate. Whether the Tea Party
endures remains to be seen. Formisano's brief history certainly gives us clues.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Sanchez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Tea Party: A
Brief History? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Judith Roemer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Tea Party: A Brief
History is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Deborah Ayers:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Tea Party: A Brief
History that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior
all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick The Tea Party: A Brief History become your personal starter.

Theodore Huff:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Tea Party: A Brief
History which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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