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From the bestselling author of A History of the World in 6 Glasses, the story of social media from
ancient Rome to the Arab Spring and beyond.

Social media is anything but a new phenomenon. From the papyrus letters that Cicero and other Roman
statesmen used to exchange news, to the hand-printed tracts of the Reformation and the pamphlets that
spread propaganda during the American and French revolutions, the ways people shared information with
their peers in the past are echoed in the present. After decades of newspapers, radio, and television
dominating in dissemination of information, the Internet has spawned a reemergence of social media as a
powerful new way for individuals to share information with their friends, driving public discourse in new
ways.

Standage reminds us how historical social networks have much in common with modern social media. The
Catholic Church's dilemmas in responding to Martin Luther's attacks are similar to those of today's large
institutions in responding to criticism on the Internet, for example, and seventeenth-century complaints about
the distractions of coffeehouses mirror modern concerns about social media. Invoking figures from Thomas
Paine to Vinton Cerf, co-inventor of the Internet, Standage explores themes that have long been debated,
from the tension between freedom of expression and censorship to social media's role in spurring innovation
and fomenting revolution. Writing on the Wall draws on history to cast provocative new light on today's
social media and encourages debate and discussion about how we'll communicate in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Carroll:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Writing on the Wall: Social Media - The First 2,000 Years can be excellent
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

William Kelley:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Writing on the Wall: Social Media - The First 2,000 Years why because the
amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Dennis Winters:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Writing on the Wall: Social Media - The First 2,000 Years provide you with a new experience
in reading through a book.

Shelia Sepulveda:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book Writing on the Wall: Social Media - The First 2,000 Years. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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