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In America’s Constitution, one of this era’s most accomplished constitutional law scholars, Akhil Reed
Amar, givesthe first comprehensive account of one of the world’s great political texts. Incisive, entertaining,
and occasionally controversial, this “biography” of America’ s framing document explains not only what the
Constitution says but also why the Constitution says it.

We all know this much: the Constitution is neither immutable nor perfect. Amar shows us how the story of
this one relatively compact document reflects the story of America more generally. (For example, much of
the Constitution, including the glorious-sounding “We the People,” was lifted from existing American legal
texts, including early state constitutions.) In short, the Constitution was as much a product of its environment
asit was a product of itsindividua creators' inspired genius.

Despite the Constitution’s flaws, itsrole in guiding our republic has been nothing short of amazing.
Skillfully placing the document in the context of late-eighteenth-century American politics, America’'s
Constitution explains, for instance, whether there is anything in the Constitution that is unamendable; the
reason America adopted an electoral college; why a president must be at least thirty-five years old; and
why—for now, at least—only those citizens who were born under the American flag can become president.

From his unique perspective, Amar also gives us unconventional wisdom about the Constitution and its
significance throughout the nation’s history. For one thing, we see that the Constitution has been far more
democratic than is conventionally understood. Even though the document was drafted by white landholders,
aremarkably large number of citizens (by the standards of 1787) were allowed to vote up or down on it, and
the document’ s later amendments eventually extended the vote to virtually all Americans.

We also learn that the Founders' Constitution was far more slavocratic than many would acknowledge: the
“threefifths’ clause gave the South extra political clout for every dave it owned or acquired. As aresult,
slaveholding Virginians held the presidency all but four of the Republic’sfirst thirty-six years, and
proslavery forces eventually came to dominate much of the federal government prior to Lincoln’s election.

Ambitious, even-handed, eminently accessible, and often surprising, America’s Constitution isan

indispensable work, bound to become a standard reference for any student of history and all citizens of the
United States.
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From reader reviews:
Eleonora Plunkett:

This America's Constitution: A Biography book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world
isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This particular
Americas Congtitution: A Biography without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry America's Constitution: A Biography can bring whenever you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Americas Constitution: A Biography having fine arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Edgar Hightower:

The actual book Americas Constitution: A Biography will bring you to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to spell out theideais very unigue. Should you try to find new book you just read,
this book very suitable to you. The book America's Constitution: A Biography is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Kathy Fredette:

Why? Because this America's Constitution: A Biography is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unigue book will give you alot
of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
way. So, till want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jacob Florence:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Americas Constitution: A Biography your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before.
The America's Constitution: A Biography giving you another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern thisis your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning agame. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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