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From the author of the highly praised The Pencil and The Evolution of Useful Things comes another
captivating history of the seemingly mundane: the book and its storage.

Most of us take for granted that our books are vertical on our shelves with the spines facing out, but Henry
Petroski, inveterately curious engineer, didn't.  As a result, readers are guided along the astonishing evolution
from papyrus scrolls boxed at Alexandria to upright books shelved at the Library of Congress.
Unimpeachably researched, enviably written, and charmed with anecdotes from Seneca to Samuel Pepys to a
nineteenth-century bibliophile who had to climb over his books to get into bed, The Book on the Bookshelf
is indispensable for anyone who loves books.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Book on the
Bookshelf? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Hubert Ray:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this The Book on the Bookshelf to read.

Reginald McDade:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Book on the
Bookshelf book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Betty Bobbitt:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and The Book on the Bookshelf as well as others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Book on the Bookshelf to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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