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“If I had to choose between betraying my country and betraying my friend, I hope I should have the guts to
betray my country.” So E. M. Forster famously observed in his Two Cheers for Democracy. Forster’s
epigrammatic manifesto, where the idea of the “friend” stands as a metaphor for dissident cross-cultural
collaboration, holds the key, Leela Gandhi argues in Affective Communities, to the hitherto neglected history
of western anti-imperialism. Focusing on individuals and groups who renounced the privileges of
imperialism to elect affinity with victims of their own expansionist cultures, she uncovers the utopian-
socialist critiques of empire that emerged in Europe, specifically in Britain, at the end of the nineteenth
century. Gandhi reveals for the first time how those associated with marginalized lifestyles, subcultures, and
traditions—including homosexuality, vegetarianism, animal rights, spiritualism, and aestheticism—united
against imperialism and forged strong bonds with colonized subjects and cultures.

Gandhi weaves together the stories of a number of South Asian and European friendships that flourished
between 1878 and 1914, tracing the complex historical networks connecting figures like the English socialist
and homosexual reformer Edward Carpenter and the young Indian barrister M. K. Gandhi, or the Jewish
French mystic Mirra Alfassa and the Cambridge-educated Indian yogi and extremist Sri Aurobindo. In a
global milieu where the battle lines of empire are reemerging in newer and more pernicious configurations,
Affective Communities challenges homogeneous portrayals of “the West” and its role in relation to
anticolonial struggles. Drawing on Derrida’s theory of friendship, Gandhi puts forth a powerful new model
of the political: one that finds in friendship a crucial resource for anti-imperialism and transnational
collaboration.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Sherrill:

Here thing why that Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the
Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of
Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Affective Communities: Anticolonial
Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture). It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) in e-book can be your choice.

Patricia Henderson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-
de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) as your daily resource
information.

Steven Atkins:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture).



Latricia Wynkoop:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Affective Communities: Anticolonial
Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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