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Marvin “Bad News” Barnes was considered a future Hall of Fame basketball player before he even
graduated from college. A standout at Providence College, where he averaged 20.7 points and 17.9 rebounds
per game, he was an All-American with the world at his fingertips.

Although Barnes enjoyed two highly successful years in the American Basketball Association with the
Spirits of St. Louis (winning Rookie of the Year honors and twice being named an All-Star), his career
fizzled in the NBA as he wore out his welcome with the Detroit Pistons, Buffalo Braves, Boston Celtics, and
San Diego Clippers in four years. His immaturity, as well as a chronic losing battle with drugs and alcohol,
turned a potential superstar into a has-been by 1979. By then, his swagger was gone. So too was his game.

Written by Mike Carey, who opened his house to Barnes later in his life, this is the story of a supremely
gifted athlete whose self-destructive nature led to him living on the mean streets of East San Diego for three
years as a panhandler and pimp. Eventually he would serve a total of five years in prison for various felony
charges, including the sale of cocaine.
Throughout his life, every time it appeared that “Bad News” had turned the corner, his demons reappeared
and succeeded in luring him back into becoming a conniving dope fiend.

On September 8, 2014, Barnes finally hit rock bottom, passing away due to acute cocaine and heroin
intoxication. He was sixty-two years old.

With stories and quotes from Julius Erving, Bill Walton, Larry Brown, Mike D’Antoni, and many others
who crossed paths with Barnes, as well as a foreword from former Spirits announcer Bob Costas, “Bad
News” is the story of a squandered talent who could never defeat his inner demons.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Coleman:

The knowledge that you get from "Bad News": The Turbulent Life of Marvin Barnes, Pro Basketball’s
Original Renegade may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but "Bad News": The
Turbulent Life of Marvin Barnes, Pro Basketball’s Original Renegade giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this "Bad News": The Turbulent Life of Marvin Barnes, Pro
Basketball’s Original Renegade instantly.

Susan Swain:

The book "Bad News": The Turbulent Life of Marvin Barnes, Pro Basketball’s Original Renegade has a lot
info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Jonathan Carney:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. "Bad News": The Turbulent Life of Marvin Barnes, Pro
Basketball’s Original Renegade can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short
extra time problems.

Pamela Postma:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This "Bad News": The Turbulent Life of Marvin
Barnes, Pro Basketball’s Original Renegade can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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