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In 2015, Bob Dylan said, "I learned lyrics and how to write them from listening to folk songs. And I played
them, and I met other people that played them, back when nobody was doing it. Sang nothing but these folk
songs, and they gave me the code for everything that's fair game, that everything belongs to everyone." In
Hear My Sad Story, Richard Polenberg describes the historical events that led to the writing of many famous
American folk songs that served as touchstones for generations of American musicians, lyricists, and
folklorists.

Those events, which took place from the early nineteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries, often involved
tragic occurrences: murders, sometimes resulting from love affairs gone wrong; desperate acts borne out of
poverty and unbearable working conditions; and calamities such as railroad crashes, shipwrecks, and natural
disasters. All of Polenberg's account of the songs in the book are grounded in historical fact and illuminate
the social history of the times. Reading these tales of sorrow, misfortune, and regret puts us in touch with the
dark but terribly familiar side of American history.

On Christmas 1895 in St. Louis, an African American man named Lee Shelton, whose nickname was "Stack
Lee," shot and killed William Lyons in a dispute over seventy-five cents and a hat. Shelton was sent to
prison until 1911, committed another murder upon his release, and died in a prison hospital in 1912. Even
during his lifetime, songs were being written about Shelton, and eventually 450 versions of his story would
be recorded. As the song—you may know Shelton as Stagolee or Stagger Lee—was shared and adapted, the
emotions of the time were preserved, but the fact that the songs described real people, real lives, often fell by
the wayside. Polenberg returns us to the men and women who, in song, became legends. The lyrics serve as
valuable historical sources, providing important information about what had happened, why, and what it all
meant. More important, they reflect the character of American life and the pathos elicited by the musical
memory of these common and troubled lives.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Lake:

With other case, little people like to read book Hear My Sad Story: The True Tales That Inspired "Stagolee,"
"John Henry," and Other Traditional American Folk Songs. You can choose the best book if you like reading
a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Hear My Sad Story: The True Tales
That Inspired "Stagolee," "John Henry," and Other Traditional American Folk Songs. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Nathaniel Thomas:

This book untitled Hear My Sad Story: The True Tales That Inspired "Stagolee," "John Henry," and Other
Traditional American Folk Songs to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this publication from your list.

Dana Martin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book Hear My Sad Story: The True Tales That Inspired "Stagolee," "John Henry,"
and Other Traditional American Folk Songs was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book.
If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Laurie Cales:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Hear My Sad Story: The True Tales That Inspired "Stagolee," "John Henry," and Other
Traditional American Folk Songs we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being
creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Hear My Sad Story: The True Tales That Inspired



"Stagolee," "John Henry," and Other Traditional American Folk Songs. You can more appealing than now.
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