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John Birch was better known in death than life. Shot and killed by Communists in China in 1945, he
posthumously became the namesake for a right-wing organization whose influence is still visible in todays
Tea Party. This is the remarkable story of who he actually was: an American missionary-turned-soldier who
wanted to save China, but became a victim instead. Terry Lautz, a longtime scholar of U.S.-China relations,
has investigated archives, spoken with three of Birchs brothers, found letters written to the women he loved,
and visited sites in China where he lived and died. The result, John Birch: A Life, is the first authoritative
biography of this fascinating figure whose name was for a political cause. Raised as a Baptist fundamentalist,
Birch became a missionary to China prior to Americas entry into the Second World War. After Pearl Harbor,
he volunteered for the U.S. Army in China, served with Claire Chennault, commander of the famed Flying
Tigers, and operated behind enemy lines as an intelligence officer. He planned to resume his missionary
work after the war, but was killed in a dispute with Communist troops just days after Japans surrender.
During the heyday of the Cold War in the 1950s, Robert Welch, a retired businessman from Boston, chose
Birch as the figurehead for the John Birch Society, believing that his death was evidence of conspiracy at the
highest levels of government. The Birch Society became one of the most polarizing organizations of its time,
and the name of John Birch became synonymous with right-wing extremism. Cutting through the layers of
mythology surrounding Birch, Lautz deftly presents his life and his afterlife, placing him not only in the
context of anti-communism but in the longstanding American quest to shape Chinas destiny.
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From reader reviews:

Harvey Hobbs:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular John Birch: A
Life book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

William Smith:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This John Birch: A Life can be the response, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Latricia Wynkoop:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book John Birch: A Life was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book John Birch: A Life has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Helen Christopher:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book John Birch: A Life to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book John
Birch: A Life can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of that time.
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