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This little work is an excerpt from Bellarmine's larger treatise On the Roman Pontiff, book 4, which follows
after the assertion of what was already universally taught at that time, but not completely understood nor
decreed by the Church's solemn magisterium, that the Pope was infallible in his teaching on faith and morals
when teaching the whole Church. These chapters then, being 8-14 of that work, follow to test and prove this
claim historically, wherein he posits exculpatory evidence against claims that 40 Popes had grievously erred
in matters of faith.

Much as with the doctrine of Papal infallibility itself, St. Robert Bellarmine does not endeavor to show the
impeccability of Popes, rather that in matters of faith, where the Popes are actually authoritative, they did not
err. Some matters treated here are the objection of certain Protestants, while others are even of Catholics who
are confused on the decrees or behavior of certain Popes.

These chapters were used as a blueprint at Vatican I by the fathers of that Council to further scrutinize these
cases and be sure of the limits and nature of papal authority.

Bellarmine thus lays out four basic propositions; Two of these Catholics must believe with divine faith per
the subsequent decree of Vatican I (which was no less incumbent upon the believer in Bellarmine’s time,
though then it were the universal teaching of all theologians), namely that the Pope is infallible when judging
matters of Faith and Morals and defining these as matters that must be believed by all the faithful. This
particular distinction is important, for the Pope, outside of this very narrow category, does not enjoy
infallibility, thus in private letters, private teaching, their acts, behavior, etc., Popes can give scandal, they
can give opinions that are in fact false, but they cannot teach the whole Church and bind it to believe error.

To quote Bellarmine himself: "For to this point no Pope has been a heretic, or certainly it cannot be proven
that any of them were heretics; therefore it is a sign that such a thing cannot be.” (On the Roman Pontiff,
book 4, ch. 6.)

In this treatise Bellarmine endeavors to show that this is the case.
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From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith book is readable by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected
with Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith content conveys objective easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith
is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Alejandro Jones:

The ability that you get from Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith may be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred
in Faith giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Papal Error?: A
Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith instantly.

William Meadows:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Papal Error?: A
Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faithis a
single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this book.

Alejandro Wisdom:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine



the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith, it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
reserve.
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