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Democracies often go to war but almost never against each other. Indeed, "the democratic peace" has
become a catchphrase among scholars and even U.S. Presidents. But why do democracies avoid fighting
each other? Reliable Partners offers the first systematic and definitive explanation. Examining decades of
research and speculation on the subject and testing this against the history of relations between democracies
over the last two centuries, Charles Lipson concludes that constitutional democracies have a "contracting
advantage"--a unique ability to settle conflicts with each other by durable agreements. In so doing he
forcefully counters realist claims that a regime's character is irrelevant to war and peace. Lipson argues that
because democracies are confident their bargains will stick, they can negotiate effective settlements with
each other rather than incur the great costs of war.

Why are democracies more reliable partners? Because their politics are uniquely open to outside scrutiny and
facilitate long-term commitments. They cannot easily bluff, deceive, or launch surprise attacks. While this
transparency weakens their bargaining position, it also makes their promises more credible--and more
durable, for democracies are generally stable. Their leaders are constrained by constitutional rules,
independent officials, and the political costs of abandoning public commitments. All this allows for solid
bargains between democracies. When democracies contemplate breaking their agreements, their open debate
gives partners advance notice and a chance to protect themselves. Hence agreements among democracies are
less risky than those with nondemocratic states. Setting rigorous analysis in friendly, vigorous prose,
Reliable Partners resolves longstanding questions about the democratic peace and highlights important new
findings about democracies in world politics, from rivalries to alliances. Above all, it shows conclusively
that democracies are uniquely adapted to seal enduring bargains with each other and thus avoid the blight of
war.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Deguzman:

The book Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made a Separate Peace can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made a Separate Peace? Some of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made a Separate Peace has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Robin Holloway:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made a Separate
Peace has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The publication Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made a Separate
Peace is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made a Separate Peace. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Jessica Bradburn:

The knowledge that you get from Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made a Separate Peace will be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made a
Separate Peace giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Reliable Partners: How
Democracies Have Made a Separate Peace instantly.

Kimberly Silvestre:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made
a Separate Peace can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by



knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Reliable Partners:
How Democracies Have Made a Separate Peace.
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