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In 1948, former U.S. State Department official Alger Hiss was accused of being a Soviet spy. Because the
statute of limitations on espionage had run out, he was convicted only of perjury. Decades later—after the
Hiss trial had been long forgotten by most—archival evidence surfaced confirming the accusations: a
public servant with access to classified documents had indeed passed crucial information to the Soviets for
more than a decade.

Yet many on the American Left still consider Hiss an iconic figure—an innocent victim accused of
unsubstantiated crimes. They prefer to focus on the collectivist ideals Hiss stood for, rather than confront the
reality of a man who systematically and methodically betrayed his country.

Former U.S. Intelligence analyst Christina Shelton employs an in-depth knowledge of Soviet intelligence
affairs as well as recently released Hungarian and KGB archival material to shine a fresh light on one of the
most famous espionage cases. The story is dramatic, but Shelton’s analysis goes beyond sensationalism as
she explores both the ideological motivation behind Hiss’s behavior and the lasting influence it has had on
U.S. foreign policy.

Why exactly were the intellectual elite so deter-mined that Hiss was innocent? His accuser, Time magazine
senior editor Whittaker Chambers—originally Hiss’s Soviet handler—presented compelling written
evidence. However, the intelligentsia were intent on supporting one of their own. They ignored the facts, a
willful blindness that helped contribute to a polarization still in place in our country today.

Thirty years of intelligence analysis gives Shelton the expertise to approach the story from many different
angles, especially:

• Her persuasive argument that Communism and Fascism are not polar opposites, as has so long been
claimed, but highly similar ideologies.

• How Hiss’s central role at the Yalta Conference and the founding of the United Nations are examples of the
significance of Soviet intelligence recruitment of high-level Americans who could influence U.S. foreign
policy in their favor.

• Why the silence surrounding the implications of Hiss’s espionage continues—and why apologists fear that
smearing his name would undercut New Deal policies and the United Nations. Shelton doesn’t just detail the
body of evidence pointing to Hiss’s guilt; she suggests new layers of meaning in light of the current political
landscape.

Today, the importance of understanding Hiss’s ideological commitment has never been more vital. His
advocacy of collectivism and internationalism still resonate among the political elite, making this book an
important and timely analysis of American thought at this critical juncture in our country’s life.
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From reader reviews:

Terry White:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Alger Hiss:
Why He Chose Treason? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other
opinion?

Beverly Bell:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Alger Hiss: Why He Chose Treason is
simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Corey Mason:

You will get this Alger Hiss: Why He Chose Treason by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Homer Holmes:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Alger Hiss: Why He Chose Treason was vibrant
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Alger Hiss: Why He Chose Treason has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in
which.
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