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What is epidemiology? What are the causes of a new disease? How can pandemics be prevented?

Epidemiology is the study of the changing patterns of disease and its main aim is to improve the health of
populations. It's a vital field, central to the health of society, to the identification of causes of disease, and to
their management and prevention.

Epidemiology has had an impact on many areas of medicine; from discovering the relationship between
tobacco smoking and lung cancer, to the origin and spread of new epidemics. However, it is often poorly
understood, largely due to misrepresentations in the media.

In this Very Short Introduction Rodolfo Saracci dispels some of the myths surrounding the study of
epidemiology. He provides a general explanation of the principles behind clinical trials, and explains the
nature of basic statistics concerning disease. He also looks at the ethical and political issues related to
obtaining and using information concerning patients, and trials involving placebos.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Sneed:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). Try to stumble through book Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

James Fulk:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free
time, we will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind
of activity have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).

Kimberly Dyer:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Epidemiology: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Gary Games:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding
something by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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