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In the short, turbulent history of AIDS research and treatment, the boundaries between scientist insiders and
lay outsiders have been crisscrossed to a degree never before seen in medical history. Steven Epstein's astute
and readable investigation focuses on the critical question of "how certainty is constructed or deconstructed,"
leading us through the views of medical researchers, activists, policy makers, and others to discover how
knowledge about AIDS emerges out of what he calls "credibility struggles."

Epstein shows the extent to which AIDS research has been a social and political phenomenon and how the
AIDS movement has transformed biomedical research practices through its capacity to garner credibility by
novel strategies. Epstein finds that nonscientist AIDS activists have gained enough of a voice in the scientific
world to shape NIH–sponsored research to a remarkable extent. Because of the blurring of roles and
responsibilities, the production of biomedical knowledge about AIDS does not, he says, follow the pathways
common to science; indeed, AIDS research can only be understood as a field that is unusually broad, public,
and contested. He concludes by analyzing recent moves to democratize biomedicine, arguing that although
AIDS activists have set the stage for new challenges to scientific authority, all social movements that seek to
democratize expertise face unusual difficulties.

Avoiding polemics and accusations, Epstein provides a benchmark account of the AIDS epidemic to date,
one that will be as useful to activists, policy makers, and general readers as to sociologists, physicians, and
scientists.
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From reader reviews:

William Martin:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Impure Science: AIDS, Activism, and the Politics of Knowledge
(Medicine and Society).

Charles Anthony:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Impure Science: AIDS,
Activism, and the Politics of Knowledge (Medicine and Society) that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Impure
Science: AIDS, Activism, and the Politics of Knowledge (Medicine and Society) become your own personal
starter.

Cleta Blackwell:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Impure Science: AIDS, Activism, and the Politics of Knowledge (Medicine and
Society) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Irish Watts:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Impure Science: AIDS, Activism, and the Politics of
Knowledge (Medicine and Society) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you
have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be



one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Impure Science: AIDS, Activism, and the Politics of Knowledge (Medicine and Society).
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