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The remarkable story of Tupaia, Captain Cook's Polynesian navigator. Winner of NZ Post 2012 Best
General Non-fiction Book Award. 'We are often told what great navigators ancient Polynesians were but
we've seldom had it demonstrated so convincingly or with such clarity.' Paul Little North & South Tupaia,
lauded by Europeans as 'an extraordinary genius', sailed with Captain Cook from Tahiti, piloted the
Endeavour about the South Pacific, and interceded with Maori in NZ. Tupaia, a gifted linguist, a brilliant
orator, and a most devious politician, could aptly be called the Machiavelli of Tahiti. Being highly skilled in
astronomy, navigation, and meteorology, and an expert in the geography of the Pacific, he was able to name
directional stars and predict landfalls and weather throughout the voyage from Tahiti to Java. Though he had
no previous knowledge of writing or mapmaking, Tupaia drew a chart of the Pacific that encompassed every
major group in Polynesia and extended more than 4,000 kilometres from the Marquesas to Rotuma and Fiji.
He was also the ship's translator, able to communicate with all the Polynesian people they met. As a man of
high social ranking, Tupaia performed as an able intermediary, interpreting local rituals and ceremonies.
Joseph Banks is famous for his detailed, perceptive descriptions of the manners and customs of the
Polynesian people. Much of the credit for this belongs to Tupaia. Not only did Tupaia become one of the
ship's important artists, drawing lively pictures to illustrate what he described, but he could justly be called
the Pacific's first anthropologist. Despite all this, Tupaia has never been part of the popular Captain Cook
legend. This is largely because he died of complications from scurvy seven months before the ship arrived
home. Once he was gone, his accomplishments were easily forgotten-indeed, by removing Tupaia from the
story, what the Europeans had achieved seemed all the greater.This fascinating, handsome book also won the
2012 PANZ Book Design Award for best cover.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Jennings:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of Captain Cook's Polynesian
Navigator.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

The particular book Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of Captain Cook's Polynesian Navigator has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

John Dame:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of Captain Cook's
Polynesian Navigator why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Luis Hahn:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of Captain
Cook's Polynesian Navigator is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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