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With expert analysis and lively narrative, this engaging study of the Oswego raid casts light on a daring feat
of arms at the height of the French and Indian War.

The year 1755 saw the rivalry between Britain and France in North America escalate along the Great Lakes
into open warfare as both sides sought to overcome the other's forts and trading posts. Lord Loudoun and the
Marquis de Montcalm were sent from the mother countries to take charge, but the French lost no time in
seizing the initiative, adopting Canadian-style "wilderness" tactics and planning a series of raids to keep the
enemy on their toes.

Amid the snows of March 1756, a 360-man French, Canadian, and Indian force stormed an Anglo-American
outpost named Fort Bull in a surprise attack that left few survivors and the fort reduced to charred remains.
Fort Bull's fall meant that the Mohawk River, the communication route between British-held Albany and the
large and important Anglo-American post at Oswego, could now be cut off. Oswego, on the shore of Lake
Ontario, had a formidable garrison based in three forts, named Pepperrell, George, and Ontario. The newly
arrived Montcalm was tasked with the job of taking Oswego from the Anglo-Americans.

In July and August 1756, Montcalm's 3,000-strong force - including a full train of artillery, 80 pieces strong -
was transported in hundreds of sailing ships and craft. The Anglo-Americans failed to spot the approaching
French forces until they had landed and secured their positions. Having surrounded and invested the forts,
the French soon knocked out of action a number of British guns. The British evacuated Fort Ontario and
then, at 9am on August 14th, a French cannonball killed the British commander, Colonel James Mercer. His
successor, Colonel John Littlehales, did not have the stuff of a hero; an hour later, the white flag went up and
Oswego surrendered just in time to avert a major onslaught.

The Oswego raid was an outstanding French success; it denied the British a presence on Lake Ontario for the
next two years, and relieved British pressure on Fort Frontenac. It demonstrated that the use of traditional
European siege tactics in an American setting could reap great rewards, and had a great influence on the
French's Indian allies too.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Cockrell:

The book Montcalm's Crushing Blow: French and Indian Raids along New York's Oswego River 1756 can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a
book Montcalm's Crushing Blow: French and Indian Raids along New York's Oswego River 1756? Several
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Montcalm's Crushing Blow: French and
Indian Raids along New York's Oswego River 1756 has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Steven Ward:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Montcalm's Crushing Blow: French and Indian Raids along New York's Oswego
River 1756 can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Montcalm's Crushing Blow:
French and Indian Raids along New York's Oswego River 1756 which is finding the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's notice.

Donald Edmond:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Montcalm's Crushing Blow: French and Indian Raids along New
York's Oswego River 1756. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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