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Six decades before Rosa Parks boarded her fateful bus, another traveler in the Deep South tried to strike a
blow against racial discrimination—but ultimately fell short of that goal, leading to the Supreme Court's
landmark 1896 decision in Plessy v. Ferguson. Now Williamjames Hull Hoffer vividly details the origins,
litigation, opinions, and aftermath of this notorious case.

In response to the passage of the Louisiana Separate Car Act of 1890, which prescribed "equal but separate
accommodations" on public transportation, a group called the Committee of Citizens decided to challenge its
constitutionality. At a pre-selected time and place, Homer Plessy, on behalf of the committee, boarded a train
car set aside for whites, announced his non-white racial identity, and was immediately arrested. The legal
deliberations that followed eventually led to the Court's 7-1 decision in Plessy, which upheld both the
Louisiana statute and the state's police powers. It also helped create a Jim Crow system that would last deep
into the twentieth century, until Brown v. Board of Education in 1954 and other cases helped overturn it.

Hoffer's readable study synthesizes past work on this landmark case, while also shedding new light on its
proceedings and often-neglected historical contexts. From the streets of New Orleans' Faubourg Trem district
to the justices' chambers at the Supreme Court, he breathes new life into the opposing forces, dissecting their
arguments to clarify one of the most important, controversial, and socially revealing cases in American law.
He particularly focuses on Justice Henry Billings Brown's ruling that the statute's "equal, but separate"
condition was a sufficient constitutional standard for equality, and on Justice John Marshall Harlan's classic
dissent, in which he stated, "Our Constitution is color-blind, and neither knows nor tolerates classes among
its citizens."

Hoffer's compelling reconstruction illuminates the controversies and impact of Plessy v. Ferguson for a new
generation of students and other interested readers. It also pays tribute to a group of little known heroes from
the Deep South who failed to hold back the tide of racial segregation but nevertheless laid the groundwork
for a less divided America.
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From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

The book Plessy v. Ferguson: Race and Inequality in Jim Crow America give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Plessy v. Ferguson: Race and Inequality in Jim Crow America to be your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like start and read a reserve Plessy v. Ferguson: Race and Inequality in Jim Crow
America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Dane People:

The guide with title Plessy v. Ferguson: Race and Inequality in Jim Crow America has a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

George Pinard:

Plessy v. Ferguson: Race and Inequality in Jim Crow America can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Plessy v. Ferguson: Race
and Inequality in Jim Crow America yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Anthony Muller:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Plessy v. Ferguson: Race and Inequality in Jim Crow America can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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