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In a world supposedly governed by ruthless survival of the fittest, why do we see acts of goodness in both
animals and humans? This problem plagued Charles Darwin in the 1850s as he developed his theory of
evolution through natural selection. Indeed, Darwin worried that the goodness he observed in nature could be
the Achilles heel of his theory. Ever since then, scientists and other thinkers have engaged in a fierce debate
about the origins of goodness that has dragged politics, philosophy, and religion into what remains a major
question for evolutionary biology.

The Altruism Equation traces the history of this debate from Darwin to the present through an extraordinary
cast of characters-from the Russian prince Petr Kropotkin, who wanted to base society on altruism, to the
brilliant biologist George Price, who fell into poverty and succumbed to suicide as he obsessed over the
problem. In a final surprising turn, William Hamilton, the scientist who came up with the equation that
reduced altruism to the cold language of natural selection, desperately hoped that his theory did not apply to
humans.

Hamilton's Rule, which states that relatives are worth helping in direct proportion to their blood relatedness,
is as fundamental to evolutionary biology as Newton's laws of motion are to physics. But even today,
decades after its formulation, Hamilton's Rule is still hotly debated among those who cannot accept that
goodness can be explained by a simple mathematical formula. For the first time, Lee Alan Dugatkin brings to
life the people, the issues, and the passions that have surrounded the altruism debate. Readers will be swept
along by this fast-paced tale of history, biography, and scientific discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Mandy Jackson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Altruism
Equation: Seven Scientists Search for the Origins of Goodness suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists
Search for the Origins of Goodnessis the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mary Brott:

Precisely why? Because this The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search for the Origins of Goodness is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Brittany Gonzalez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search for the Origins of Goodness your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search for
the Origins of Goodness giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

John Johnson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search for the Origins of
Goodness was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your



scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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