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In the modern imagination the peasant survives as a creature of the land, suspicious of the outside world and
resistant to change, either the repository of pristine innocence and virtue or the manifestation of everything
nasty, brutish, and at best dull. The Land and the Loom replaces this picture with a richly textured, deeply
researched portrait of the peasant's life and world in northern France in the early modern period.
Drawing on evidence culled from parish registers, notarial records, and judicial archives, Liana Vardi
outlines the development of the linen weaving trade in Montigny and details the local peasants' participation.
The peasants that emerge from her study are not the figures of tradition, driven solely by symbolic
attachment to the land and unreasonably devoted to village solidarities. Instead they reveal remarkable
flexibility and diversity, not only improving farming methods and raising yields during the eighteenth
century, but also using land to finance investments in industry and to develop local business, far-flung
commercial networks and complex credit mechanisms. The eighteenth-century French countryside appears
as a region and time of capitalist experimentation, cut short by pre-Revolutionary and Revolutionary crises.
Meticulously documented, broadly interpretive, and beautifully written, this fascinating book will
permenantly alter conventional perceptions of peasant life and rural industry and, ultimately, the way
ordinary people are seen in seemingly distant times and places.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Pham:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Land and the Loom: Peasants and Profit in Northern
France, 1680-1800. Try to stumble through book The Land and the Loom: Peasants and Profit in Northern
France, 1680-1800 as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Colton Fierros:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Land and the
Loom: Peasants and Profit in Northern France, 1680-1800 suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Land and the Loom: Peasants and Profit in
Northern France, 1680-1800is one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a
lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world in this book.

Corinne Schlegel:

The book with title The Land and the Loom: Peasants and Profit in Northern France, 1680-1800 contains a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Kayla Congdon:

Beside this particular The Land and the Loom: Peasants and Profit in Northern France, 1680-1800 in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Land and the Loom: Peasants and Profit in
Northern France, 1680-1800 because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!
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