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This book explores the driving forces behind the current government-sponsored resurrection of phonics, and
the arguments used to justify it. It examines the roles played by three key actors--corporate America,
politicians, and state-supported reading researchers--in the formulation of what Strauss terms the neophonics
political program. Essential for researchers, students, and teachers of literacy and reading, and for anyone
seeking to understand what is happening in U.S. public schools today, The Linguistics, Neurology, and
Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out:
*analyzes the political nature of the alleged literacy crisis in the United States, through an investigation of
the political and corporate motives behind the renewed focus on phonics, and media complicity in promoting
the neophonics political program as the solution to the so-called crisis;
*examines the scientific claims of neophonics, including methodology, linguistics, and neuroscience, and
exposes the flaws in its reasoning and the weakness of its arguments;
*addresses the scientific, empirical investigation of letter-sound relationships in English (of phonics itself),
and demonstrates the complexity of the system and its associated benefits and limitations in the theory and
practice of reading;
*proposes actions to help make a return to politically undistorted science and to democratic classrooms a
reality; and
*introduces, in a postscript, a formal analysis of the letter-sound system, using empirically based rules to
convert one finite set of elements, the alphabet, into another, the phonemes of the spoken language.

Offering up-to-date information and an original critique, this book makes two important contributions. One
is the policy analysis linking government agencies, policymakers, and corporate interests. The second is the
neurological and linguistic treatment of why traditional phonics programs are not the solution and why the
rhetoric developed to support their resurgence is so far off the mark.
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent
"E" Speaks Out. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well
as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Lucille Davis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of
Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Linguistics, Neurology, and
Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship with the book The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks
Out. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Peter Robey:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics:
Silent "E" Speaks Out can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Ann Conley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
read. The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out can be your answer as it
can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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