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This first US publication of Erez Bitton, one of Israel's most celebrated poets, recalls the fate of Moroccan
Jewish culture with poems both evocative and pure. Considered the founding father of Mizrahi Israeli, a
major tradition in the history of Hebrew poetry, Bitton's bilingual collection dramatically expands the scope
of biographical experience and memory, ultimately resurrecting a vanishing world and culture.

Preliminary Background Words

My mother my mother
from a village of shrubs green of a different green.
From a bird's nest producing milk sweeter than sweet.
From a nightingale's cradle of a thousand Arabian nights.

My mother my mother
who staved off evil
with her middle fingers
with beating her chest
on behalf of all mothers.

My father my father
who delved into worlds
who sanctified the Sabbath with pure Araq
who was most practiced
in synagogue traditions.

And I—
having distanced myself
deep into my heart
would recite
when all were asleep
short Bach masses
deep into my heart
in Jewish-
Moroccan.

Erez Bitton was born in 1942 to Moroccan parents in Oran, Algeria, and emigrated to Israel in 1948.
Blinded by a stray hand grenade in Lod, he spent his childhood in Jerusalem's School for the Blind. He is
considered the founding father of Mizrahi poetry in Israel—the first poet to take on the conflict between
North African immigrants and the Ashkenazi society, and the first to use Judeo-Arabic dialect in his poetry.
His most recent award is the Bialik Lifetime Achievement Award (2014).
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Williams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will need this You Who Cross My Path.

Robert Irizarry:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this You Who
Cross My Path.

Kimberly Wheatley:

The reserve with title You Who Cross My Path has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Stacy Abercrombie:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This You Who Cross My Path is simple to
bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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