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The "iron lace" that graces the businesses, homes, squares, and cemeteries of Mobile, Alabama, is as vital a
part of that southern port city as it is of New Orleans, Charleston, and Savannah. Until now, its story has
never been fully told. In this attractive volume, John S. Sledge's rich narrative, combined with evocative
historic images and Sheila Hagler's stunning contemporary photographs, eloquently conveys as never before
how ornamental cast iron defines Mobile's heart and soul.

Cast iron was the wonder of the Victorian age, according to Sledge. In Mobile, the material's diverse
applications were on display in hulking locomotives and boilers, flamboyant fountains, imposing fences, and
endless other forms and structures. The city's ornate iron balconies, dozens of which still remain, elicited the
greatest wonder, then as now. Local publications have long extolled Mobile's enchanting ironwork. Only
now, however, has the subject been situated within national trends in design, industry, and consumer tastes.
It is a colorful saga featuring rawboned iron founders, artisan slaves, hustling salesmen, conniving architects,
willful plunderers, romantic artists, and dedicated preservationists.

Drawing on rare surviving business records and other archival sources, Sledge skillfully reconstructs how the
local iron industry developed and then fiercely competed with big northern foundries. As a working
preservationist, Sledge pays particular attention to how many of Mobile's most splendid ornamental iron
pieces have weathered hard times, natural disasters, and misguided development to remain a delight for
tourists and residents alike. Hagler's beautiful photographs provide a powerful and sometimes moody visual
accompaniment to this fascinating tale.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Lopez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book An Ornament to the City: Old
Mobile Ironwork. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Jose Weitzman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that An Ornament to the City: Old Mobile Ironwork to read.

Maria Couch:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day
to reading a guide. The book An Ornament to the City: Old Mobile Ironwork it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Carl Johnson:

Beside this An Ornament to the City: Old Mobile Ironwork in your phone, it may give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have An Ornament to the City: Old Mobile Ironwork because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar
to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right
now!
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