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The National Endowment for the Arts is often accused of embodying a liberal agenda within the American
government. In Federalizing the Muse, Donna Binkiewicz assesses the leadership and goals of Presidents
Kennedy through Carter, as well as Congress and the National Council on the Arts, drawing a picture of the
major players who created national arts policy. Using presidential papers, NEA and National Archives
materials, and numerous interviews with policy makers, Binkiewicz refutes persisting beliefs in arts funding
as part of a liberal agenda by arguing that the NEA's origins in the Cold War era colored arts policy with a
distinctly moderate undertone.

Binkiewicz's study of visual arts grants reveals that NEA officials promoted a modernist, abstract aesthetic
specifically because they believed such a style would best showcase American achievement and freedom.
This initially led them to neglect many contemporary art forms they feared could be perceived as politically
problematic, such as pop, feminist, and ethnic arts. The agency was not able to balance its funding across a
variety of art forms before facing serious budget cutbacks. Binkiewicz's analysis brings important historical
perspective to the perennial debates about American art policy and sheds light on provocative political and
cultural issues in postwar America.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Bennett:

This Federalizing the Muse: United States Arts Policy and the National Endowment for the Arts, 1965-1980
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This Federalizing the Muse: United States Arts Policy and the
National Endowment for the Arts, 1965-1980 without we realize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Federalizing the Muse: United States Arts
Policy and the National Endowment for the Arts, 1965-1980 can bring once you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Federalizing the Muse: United States Arts Policy and the National Endowment for the Arts, 1965-1980
having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Hopkins:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Federalizing the Muse: United States Arts Policy
and the National Endowment for the Arts, 1965-1980 is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Ronald Johnson:

The book untitled Federalizing the Muse: United States Arts Policy and the National Endowment for the
Arts, 1965-1980 contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy
to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Betty Edmond:

Beside this kind of Federalizing the Muse: United States Arts Policy and the National Endowment for the
Arts, 1965-1980 in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Federalizing the Muse: United States Arts
Policy and the National Endowment for the Arts, 1965-1980 because this book offers to you readable



information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it
from now!
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