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Among the issues that continue to divide the Catholic Church from the Orthodox Church--the two largest
Christian bodies in the world, together comprising well over a billion faithful--the question of the papacy is
widely acknowledged to be the most significant stumbling block to their unification. For nearly forty years,
commentators, theologians, and hierarchs, from popes and patriarchs to ordinary believers of both churches,
have acknowledged the problems posed by the papacy.

In Orthodoxy and the Roman Papacy: Ut Unum Sint and the Prospects of East-West Unity, Adam A. J.
DeVille offers the first comprehensive examination of the papacy from an Orthodox perspective that also
seeks to find a way beyond this impasse, toward full Orthodox-Catholic unity. He first surveys the major
postwar Orthodox and Catholic theological perspectives on the Roman papacy and on patriarchates,
enumerating Orthodox problems with the papacy and reviewing how Orthodox patriarchates function and are
structured. In response to Pope John Paul II's 1995 request for a dialogue on Christian unity, set forth in the
encyclical letter Ut Unum Sint, DeVille proposes a new model for the exercise of papal primacy. DeVille
suggests the establishment of a permanent ecumenical synod consisting of all the patriarchal heads of
Churches under a papal presidency, and discusses how the pope qua pope would function in a reunited
Church of both East and West, in full communion. His analysis, involving the most detailed plan for
Orthodox-Catholic unity yet offered by an Orthodox theologian, could not be more timely.

"In Orthodoxy and the Roman Papacy: Ut Unum Sint and the Prospects of East-West Unity, not only does
Adam A. J. DeVille give a historical and theological background to the thorny problem of the papacy in
ecumenical dialogue; he also outlines what a reintegrated Church would look like by suggesting a way the
papacy could function. Taking what both Orthodox and Catholic ecumenists have said, he paints a practical
portrait of a unified Church. This is a novel and important contribution. --David Fagerberg, University of
Notre Dame

"John Paul II's remarkable encyclical Ut Unum Sint gives occasion for a comprehensive review and analysis
of the steady, though often sputtering movement toward Orthodox and Roman Catholic rapprochement in
our day. DeVille identifies the major voices, the churches involved, and assesses in particular the place and
role of the Papacy in this process. Orthodoxy and the Roman Papacydoes a great service in promoting the
ecumenical conversation, and will be an edifying resource to all that are interested in it." --Vigen Guroian,
University of Virginia

"Adam A. J. DeVille looks not only at the history of ecumenism from the Catholic side since Vatican II but
also at more than a dozen of the leading Orthodox theologians internationally and their perspectives on the
role and status of the bishop of Rome. Not since The Primacy of Peter: Essays in Ecclesiology and the Early
Church, a collection of post Vatican II Orthodox views published over twenty years ago, has there been such
an extensive and focused presentation of Orthodox points of view." --Michael Plekon, Baruch College
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Warren:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Orthodoxy and the Roman Papacy:
Ut Unum Sint and the Prospects of East-West Unity book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Salvador Perez:

The guide untitled Orthodoxy and the Roman Papacy: Ut Unum Sint and the Prospects of East-West Unity is
the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Orthodoxy and the Roman Papacy: Ut Unum Sint and the Prospects of East-West Unity from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Frederick Cagle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Orthodoxy and the Roman Papacy: Ut
Unum Sint and the Prospects of East-West Unity e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Orthodoxy and
the Roman Papacy: Ut Unum Sint and the Prospects of East-West Unity as good book not simply by the
cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Dennis Carson:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Orthodoxy and the Roman Papacy:
Ut Unum Sint and the Prospects of East-West Unity is simple to develop you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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