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Frank Underhill (1889-1971) practically invented the role of public intellectual in English Canada through
his journalism, essays, teaching, and political activity. He became one of the country's most controversial
figures in the middle of the twentieth century by confronting the central political issues of his time and by
actively working to reform the Canadian political landscape. His propagation of socialist ideas during the
Great Depression and his criticism of the British Empire and British foreign policy almost cost him his job at
the University of Toronto.

In Frank Underhill and the Politics of Ideas, Kenneth Dewar demonstrates how Underhill's thought evolved
from his days as a student at Toronto and Oxford, to his drafting of the Regina Manifesto - the founding
platform of the leftist Co-operative Commonwealth Federation - to his support of his long-time friend Lester
Pearson’s Liberals in the 1960s. Not willing to be bound by partisan loyalties, his later shift toward the
political centre dismayed many of his former allies. The various issues Underhill confronted, Dewar argues,
were connected by the pioneering role he played as an intellectual and by his social democratic vision of
politics. Dewar also reassesses Underhill’s historical work, focusing on how it differed from the new
professional history practised his younger colleagues.

Intelligently written and thoroughly researched, Frank Underhill and the Politics of Ideas delivers important
insights into twentieth-century political life and innumerable lessons for twenty-first century Canada.
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From reader reviews:

Clair Lemanski:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Frank
Underhill and the Politics of Ideas? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have other opinion?

Sophia Morrison:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Frank Underhill and the Politics of Ideas is kind
of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Shalon Dougherty:

This Frank Underhill and the Politics of Ideas are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason of this Frank Underhill and the Politics of Ideas can be one of the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Frank
Underhill and the Politics of Ideas forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Cory Thomas:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Frank Underhill and the Politics of Ideas
can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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