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The compelling story of the effect of Charles Darwin’s book On the Origin of Species on a diverse
group of American writers, abolitionists, and social reformers, including Henry David Thoreau and
Bronson Alcott, in 1860

In early 1860, a single copy of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species was read and discussed by five
important American intellectuals who seized on the book’s assertion of a common ancestry for all creatures
as a powerful argument against slavery. The book first came into the hands of Harvard botanist Asa Gray,
who would lead the fight for the theory in America. Gray passed his heavily annotated copy to the child
welfare reformer Charles Loring Brace, who saw value in natural selection’s premise that mankind was
destined to progressive improvement. Brace then introduced the book to three other friends: Franklin
Sanborn, a key supporter of the abolitionist John Brown, who grasped that Darwin’s depiction of constant
struggle and endless competition perfectly described America in 1860, especially the ongoing conflict
between pro- and antislavery forces; the philosopher Bronson Alcott, who resisted Darwin’s insights as a
threat to transcendental idealism; and Henry David Thoreau, who used Darwin’s theory to redirect the work
he would pursue till the end of his life regarding species migration and the interconnectedness of nature. 

The Book That Changed America offers a fascinating narrative account of these prominent figures as they
grappled over the course of that year with Darwin’s dangerous hypotheses. In doing so, it provides new
perspectives on America prior to the Civil War, showing how Darwin’s ideas become potent ammunition in
the debate over slavery and helped advance the cause of abolition by giving it scientific credibility.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jackson Cabrera:

This The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Book
That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation can be one of many great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Book That Changed
America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Mary Jones:

This The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation is brand new
way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Douglas Gibson:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of the books in the top list in your reading list is actually The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's
Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Robin Lawrence:

You can find this The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your



mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.
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