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One of Italy's best-known writers takes a Grand Tour through her cities, history, and literature in search of
the true character of this contradictory nation. There is Michelangelo, but also the mafia. Pavarotti, but also
Berlusconi. The debonair Milanese, but also the infamous captain of the Costa Concordia cruise ship. This is
Italy, admired and reviled, a country that has guarded her secrets and confounded outsiders. Now, when this
"Italian paradox" is more evident than ever, cultural authority Corrado Augias poses the puzzling questions:
how did it get this way? How can this peninsula be simultaneously the home of geniuses and criminals, the
cradle of beauty and the butt of jokes?

An instant #1 bestseller in Italy, Augias's latest sets out to rediscover the story-different from the history-of
this country. Beginning with how Italy is seen from the outside and from the inside, he weaves a geo-
historical narrative, passing through principal cities and rereading the classics and the biographies of the
people that have, for better or worse, made Italians who they are. From the gloomy atmosphere of
Cagliostro's Palermo to the elegant court of Maria Luigia in Parma, from the ghetto of Venice to the heroic
Neapolitan uprising against the Nazis, Augias sheds light on the Italian character, explaining it to outsiders
and to Italians themselves. The result is a "novel of a nation," whose protagonists are both the figures we
know from history and literature and characters long hidden between the cracks of historical narrative and
memory.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa King:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Secrets of Italy: People, Places, and Hidden Histories.

Mildred Kelly:

The publication untitled The Secrets of Italy: People, Places, and Hidden Histories is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Secrets of Italy: People, Places,
and Hidden Histories from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Kevin Miller:

This The Secrets of Italy: People, Places, and Hidden Histories is great reserve for you because the content
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Secrets of Italy: People, Places, and Hidden Histories in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Teresa Dawkins:

This The Secrets of Italy: People, Places, and Hidden Histories is completely new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Secrets of Italy: People, Places, and Hidden Histories can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it!



Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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