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Judicial equity developed in England during the medieval period, providing an alternative access to justice
for cases that the rigid structures of the common law could not accommodate. Where the common law was
constrained by precedent and strict procedural and substantive rules, equity relied on principles of natural
justice - or 'conscience' - to decide cases and right wrongs. Overseen by the Lord Chancellor, equity became
one of the twin pillars of the English legal system with the Court of Chancery playing an ever greater role in
the legal life of the nation. Yet, whilst the Chancery was commonly - and still sometimes is - referred to as a
'court of conscience', there is remarkably little consensus about what this actually means, or indeed whose
conscience is under discussion.

This study tackles the difficult subject of the place of conscience in the development of English equity during
a crucial period of legal history. Addressing the notion of conscience as a juristic principle in the Court of
Chancery during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the book explores how the concept was understood
and how it figured in legal judgment. Drawing upon both legal and broader cultural materials, it explains
how that understanding differed from modern notions and how it might have been more consistent with
criteria we commonly associate with objective legal judgement than the modern, more 'subjective', concept
of conscience. The study culminates with an examination of the chancellorship of Lord Nottingham (1673-
82), who, because of his efforts to transform equity from a jurisdiction associated with discretion into one
based on rules, is conventionally regarded as the father of modern, 'systematic' equity.

From a broader perspective, this study can be seen as a contribution to the enduring discussion of the
relationship between 'formal' accounts of law, which see it as systems of rules, and less formal accounts,
which try to make room for intuitive moral or prudential reasoning.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Fowler:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Conscience, Equity and the Court of Chancery in
Early Modern England to read.

Karen Plum:

Here thing why this specific Conscience, Equity and the Court of Chancery in Early Modern England are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Conscience, Equity and the Court of Chancery in
Early Modern England giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Conscience, Equity and the Court of Chancery in Early Modern
England. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your
car, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Conscience, Equity and the Court of Chancery in Early Modern England in e-book can be
your alternate.

Brenda Robert:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Conscience, Equity and the Court of Chancery
in Early Modern England reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Conscience, Equity and the Court of Chancery in Early Modern England as good book not only by the cover
but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Neil McNatt:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Conscience, Equity and the
Court of Chancery in Early Modern England to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to



make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Conscience, Equity and the Court of
Chancery in Early Modern England can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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