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How can it be, in a nation that elected Barack Obama, that one third of African American males born in 2001
will spend time in a state or federal prison, and that black men are seven times likelier than white men to be
in prison? Blacks are much more likely than whites to be stopped by the police, arrested, prosecuted,
convicted, and imprisoned, and are much less likely to have confidence in justice system officials, especially
the police.

In Punishing Race, Michael Tonry demonstrates in lucid, accessible language that these patterns result not
from racial differences in crime or drug use but primarily from drug and crime control policies that
disproportionately affect black Americans. These policies in turn stem from a lack of white empathy for
black people, and from racial stereotypes and resentments provoked partly by the Republican Southern
Strategy of using coded "law and order" appeals to race to gain support from white voters. White Americans,
Tonry observes, have a remarkable capacity to endure the suffering of disadvantaged black and, increasingly,
Hispanic men. Crime policies are among a set of social policies enacted since the 1960s that have maintained
white dominance over black people despite the end of legal discrimination. To redress these injustices, Tonry
offers a number of proposals: stop racial profiling by the police, shift the emphasis of drug law enforcement
to treatment and prevention, eliminate mandatory sentencing laws, and change sentencing guidelines to allow
judges discretion to take account of offenders' life circumstances. Those proposals are all attainable and
would all reduce unjustifiable racial disparities and the collateral human and social harms they cause.

A damning indictment of decades of misguided criminal justice policy, Punishing Race takes a crucial look
at persisting racial injustice in America.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Oliver:

Typically the book Punishing Race: A Continuing American Dilemma (Studies in Crime and Public Policy)
has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Louis Hudson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Punishing Race: A
Continuing American Dilemma (Studies in Crime and Public Policy), you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Lawrence Woods:

This Punishing Race: A Continuing American Dilemma (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great plan
word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having Punishing Race: A Continuing American Dilemma (Studies in Crime
and Public Policy) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Richard Thompson:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot of
information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read. If
you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Punishing Race: A
Continuing American Dilemma (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.
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