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For the house lover and the curious tourist, for the house buyer and the weekend stroller, for neighborhood
preservation groups and for all who want to know more about their community -- here, at last, is a book that
makes it both easy and pleasurable to identify the various styles and periods of American domestic
architecture.

Concentrating not on rare landmarks but on typical dwellings in ordinary neighborhoods all across the
United States -- houses built over the past three hundred years and lived in by Americans of every social and
economic background -- the book provides you with the facts (and frame of reference) that will enable you to
look in a fresh way at the houses you constantly see around you. It tells you -- and shows you in more than
1,200 illustrations -- what you need to know in order to be able to recognize the several distinct architectural
styles and to understand their historical significance. What does that cornice mean? Or that porch? That
door? When was this house built? What does its style say about the people who built it? You'll find the
answers to such questions here.

This is how the book works: Each of thirty-nine chapters focuses on a particular style (and its variants). Each
begins with a large schematic drawing that highlights the style's most important identifying features.
Additional drawings and photographs depict the most common shapes and the principal subtypes, allowing
you to see at a glance a wide range of examples of each style. Still more drawings offer close-up views of
typical small details -- windows, doors, cornices, etc. -- that might be difficult to see in full-house pictures.
The accompanying text is rich in information about each style -- describing in detail its identifying features,
telling you where (and in what quantity) you're likely to find examples of it, discussing all of its notable
variants, and revealing its origin and tracing its history.

In the book's introductory chapters you'll find invaluable general discussions of house-building materials and
techniques ("Structure"), house shapes ("Form"), and the many traditions of architectural fashion ("Style")
that have influenced American house design through the past three centuries. A pictorial key and glossary
help lead you from simple, easily recognized architectural features -- the presence of a tile roof, for example
-- to the styles in which that feature is likely to be found.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

The actual book A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding
America's Domestic Architecture has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write
this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Kevin Strickland:

This A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America's
Domestic Architecture is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having A Field Guide to
American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America's Domestic Architecture
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Betty Benner:

The book untitled A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and
Understanding America's Domestic Architecture contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her
idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Josette Roscoe:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying
and Understanding America's Domestic Architecture this e-book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes



this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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