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Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness explores the novel’s participation in eighteenth-century “inquiries
after happiness,” an ancient ethical project that acquired new urgency with the rise of subjective models of
wellbeing in early modern and Enlightenment Europe. Combining archival research on treatises on happiness
with illuminating readings of Samuel Johnson, Laurence Sterne, Denis Diderot, Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
William Godwin and Mary Hays, Brian Michael Norton’s innovative study asks us to see the novel itself as a
key instrument of Enlightenment ethics. His central argument is that the novel form provided a uniquely
valuable tool for thinking about the nature and challenges of modern happiness: whereas treatises sought to
theorize the conditions that made happiness possible in general, eighteenth-century fiction excelled at
interrogating the problem on the level of the particular, in the details of a single individual’s psychology and
unique circumstances. Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness demonstrates further that through their fine-
tuned attention to subjectivity and social context these writers called into question some cherished and time-
honored assumptions about the good life: happiness is in one’s power; virtue is the exclusive path to
happiness; only vice can make us miserable. This elegant and richly interdisciplinary book offers a new
understanding of the cultural work the eighteenth-century novel performed as well as an original
interpretation of the Enlightenment’s ethical legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Martha McKee:

This Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the Age of Enlightenment (Transits:
Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the Age of Enlightenment (Transits:
Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical
Inquiries in the Age of Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) can bring once
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even telephone. This Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the Age of
Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) having good arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Bobby Kile:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the
Age of Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) can be great book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Sandra Maes:

The actual book Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the Age of Enlightenment
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this
book.

Shelley Gavin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in



the Age of Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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