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A blazingly intelligent first book of essays from the award-winning author of Open City and Every Day
Is for the Thief
 
With this collection of more than fifty pieces on politics, photography, travel, history, and literature, Teju
Cole solidifies his place as one of today’s most powerful and original voices. On page after page, deploying
prose dense with beauty and ideas, he finds fresh and potent ways to interpret art, people, and historical
moments, taking in subjects from Virginia Woolf, Shakespeare, and W. G. Sebald to Instagram, Barack
Obama, and Boko Haram. Cole brings us new considerations of James Baldwin in the age of Black Lives
Matter; the African American photographer Roy DeCarava, who, forced to shoot with film calibrated
exclusively for white skin tones, found his way to a startling and true depiction of black subjects; and (in an
essay that inspired both praise and pushback when it first appeared) the White Savior Industrial Complex, the
system by which African nations are sentimentally aided by an America “developed on pillage.”
 
Persuasive and provocative, erudite yet accessible, Known and Strange Things is an opportunity to live
within Teju Cole’s wide-ranging enthusiasms, curiosities, and passions, and a chance to see the world in
surprising and affecting new frames.
 
Advance praise for Known and Strange Things
 
“A bold, honest, and controversially necessary read.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“The forms of resistance depend on the culture they resist, and in our era of generalizations and
approximations and sloppiness, Teju Cole’s precise and vivid observation and description are an antidote and
a joy. This is a book written with a scalpel, a microscope, and walking shoes, full of telling details and
sometimes big surprises.”—Rebecca Solnit, author of Men Explain Things to Me

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Knudsen:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Known and Strange Things:
Essays is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Chad West:

The event that you get from Known and Strange Things: Essays is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Known and Strange Things: Essays giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Known and Strange Things: Essays instantly.

Belinda Kirwin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Known and Strange Things: Essays can be good book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lynn Groff:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Known and Strange Things: Essays was vibrant
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Known and Strange Things: Essays has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
this.
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