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Losing It All to Sprawl is the poignant chronicle of award-winning nature writer Bill Belleville and how he
came to understand and love his historic Cracker farmhouse and "relic" neighborhood in central Florida,
even as it was all wiped out from under him. Belleville's narrative is eloquent, informed, and impassioned, a
saga in which tractors and backhoes trample through the woods next to his home in order to build the
backbone of Florida sprawl--the mall.

As heavy machinery encircles Belleville and his community--the noise growing louder and closer, displacing
everything Belleville has called home for the past fifteen years--he tells a story that is much older, 10,000
years older. The story stretches back to the Timucua and the Mayaca living in harmony with Florida's
environment; the conquistadors who expected much from, but also feared, this "land of flowers"; the turn-of-
the-century tourists "modernizing" and "climatizing" the state; the original Cracker families who lived in
Belleville's farmhouse. In stark contrast to this millennia-long transformation is the whiplash of unbridled
growth and development that threatens the nearby wilderness of the Wekiva River system, consuming
Belleville's home and, ultimately, his very sense of place.

In Florida, one of the nation's fastest growing states (and where local and state governments encourage
growth), balancing use with preservation is an uphill battle. Sprawl spreads into the countryside, consuming
not just natural lands but Old Florida neighborhoods and their unique history. In Losing It All to Sprawl,
Belleville accounts for the impacts--social, political, natural, personal--that a community in the crosshairs of
unsustainable growth ultimately must bear, but he also offers Floridians, and anyone facing the blight of
urban confusion, the hope that can be found in the rediscovery and appreciation of the natural landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Pickett:

The book Losing It All to Sprawl: How Progress Ate My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and Culture)
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Garland Thorpe:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Losing It All to
Sprawl: How Progress Ate My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and Culture) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Losing It All
to Sprawl: How Progress Ate My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and Culture) become your own
personal starter.

Charlotte Lee:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Losing It All to
Sprawl: How Progress Ate My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and Culture) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Cynthia Olson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Losing It All to Sprawl: How Progress Ate My Cracker
Landscape (Florida History and Culture) can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this
one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have
Losing It All to Sprawl: How Progress Ate My Cracker Landscape (Florida History and Culture).
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