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What do our myths say about us? Why do we choose to believe stories that have been disproven? David M.
Krueger takes an in-depth look at a legend that held tremendous power in one corner of Minnesota, helping
to define both a community’s and a state’s identity for decades.

In 1898, a Swedish immigrant farmer claimed to have discovered a large rock with writing carved into its
surface in a field near Kensington, Minnesota. The writing told a North American origin story, predating
Christopher Columbus’s exploration, in which Viking missionaries reached what is now Minnesota in 1362
only to be massacred by Indians. The tale’s credibility was quickly challenged and ultimately undermined by
experts, but the myth took hold.

Faith in the authenticity of the Kensington Rune Stone was a crucial part of the local Nordic identity.
Accepted and proclaimed as truth, the story of the Rune Stone recast Native Americans as villains. The
community used the account as the basis for civic celebrations for years, and advocates for the stone
continue to promote its validity despite the overwhelming evidence that it was a hoax. Krueger puts this
stubborn conviction in context and shows how confidence in the legitimacy of the stone has deep
implications for a wide variety of Minnesotans who embraced it, including Scandinavian immigrants,
Catholics, small-town boosters, and those who desired to commemorate the white settlers who died in the
Dakota War of 1862.

Krueger demonstrates how the resilient belief in the Rune Stone is a form of civil religion, with aspects that
defy logic but illustrate how communities characterize themselves. He reveals something unique about
America’s preoccupation with divine right and its troubled way of coming to terms with the history of the
continent’s first residents. By considering who is included, who is left out, and how heroes and villains are
created in the stories we tell about the past, Myths of the Rune Stone offers an enlightening perspective on
not just Minnesota but the United States as well.
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From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Myths of the Rune Stone: Viking Martyrs and the Birthplace of America this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Daniel England:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Myths of the Rune Stone: Viking Martyrs and
the Birthplace of America. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Helen Albertson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book Myths of the Rune Stone: Viking Martyrs and the Birthplace of America
was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Henrietta Belcher:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Myths of the Rune Stone: Viking Martyrs and the Birthplace of America. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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