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Dream of John Ball (1888) is a novel by English author William Morris about the Great Revolt of 1381,
conventionally, but incorrectly (few of the participants were actual peasants), called "the Peasants' Revolt". It
features the rebel priest John Ball, who was accused of being a Lollard but was really an early Leveller, the
name given in the 17th century for what are today called socialists. John Ball is famed for his question
"When Adam delved and Eve span, who was then the gentleman?" Morris draws on Froissart for information
on the fourteenth century,[1] but has a different attitude towards the revolting peasants from the chronicler
who, Sir Walter Scott once remarked, had "marvelous little sympathy" for the "villain churls." Morris was
also aware of interpretations of the Peasants' Revolt as representing a socialist tradition. In 1884 he had
written an article in which he stated that "we need make no mistake about the cause for which Wat Tyler and
his worthier associate John Ball fell; they were fighting against the fleecing then in fashion, viz.; serfdom or
villeinage, which was already beginning to wane before the advance of the industrial gilds." The novel
describes a dream and time travel encounter between the medieval and modern worlds, thus contrasting the
ethics of medieval and contemporary culture. A time-traveller tells Ball of the decline of feudalism and the
rise of the Industrial Revolution. Ball realizes that in the nineteenth century his hopes for an egalitarian
society have yet to be fulfilled. A parallel can be drawn with the novel's close contemporary—A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur's Court (1889) by Mark Twain. Unlike Twain's novel, which depicted early-Medieval
England as a violent and chaotic Dark Age, Morris depicts the Middle Ages in a positive light, seeing it as a
golden, if brief, period when peasants were prosperous and happy and guilds protected workers from
exploitation. This positive portrayal of the Medieval period is a recurring theme in Morris' literary and
artistic oeuvre, from the largely pastoral and craftsman based economies of the prose romances, to his similar
dream vision of Britain's utopian future, News from Nowhere (1889).
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Downs:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide A Dream of John Ball will make you to
become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Jamie Sparks:

The publication untitled A Dream of John Ball is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of A Dream of John Ball from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ernest Pettaway:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Dream of John Ball can be
the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Marie Daugherty:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book A
Dream of John Ball we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must
love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life at this book A Dream of John Ball. You can more pleasing than now.
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